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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

The world is rapidly globalizing at a pace that’s hard to fully comprehend. New technology allows for healthcare innovation and 
accessibility that is unprecedented in many sectors. However, despite these incredible advances, health inequity persists – in many 
ways the disparity is more prevalent now than it ever has been. At the 2016 World Economic Summit, Oxfam reported that “in 
2015, just 62 individuals had the same wealth as 3.6 billion people – the bottom half of humanity. This figure is down from 388 
individuals as recently as 2010.” (Oxfam, Briefing Paper, January 18, 2016) 

Why do these incredible inequities exist globally and in our own backyard? 
Why have the monumental advances in health care not improved the lives of marginalized populations living in extreme 
circumstances of economic and social isolation? Where have we gone wrong and how do we get back on the right path?

Today’s 2017 Global Health Day, led by PGME, includes University of Toronto leadership across disciplines dedicated to urgent 
global health issues. With the goal of achieving “equity and humanizing global health,” our Global Health Day is an education 
initiative with objectives:
• 	To develop a deeper understanding of the social, political, economic, and professional challenges to improving global health for all.
• 	To encourage critical thought about how inequities can be overcome.
• 	To introduce themes and issues from across disciplines on the challenges of inequity in global health.
• 	To identify opportunities to continue your global health interests, education, and experience.

The University of Toronto and the Toronto community represents extraordinary leadership in global health education, research, 
service and activism across disciplines, locally and across all continents, and this Global Health Day program showcases many of 
these leaders and celebrates the accomplishments of our GHEI graduates.

Thank you for learning with us ...
Your 2017 PGME Global Health Day Planning Committee 
Dr. Jonathon Herriot	 Family Medicine PGY1
Dr. Yiwei Hu	 Family Medicine PGY1
Dr. Taylor Kain	 Internal Medicine PGY2
Dr. Kinshuk Kumar	 OBS/GYN PGY1
Dr. Robert Puckrin	 Internal Medicine PGY1
Dr. Melody Ren	 Family Medicine PGY1
Dr. Sanskriti Sasikumar	 Neurology PGY1
Dr. Barry Pakes	 PGME Global Health Academic Lead
Ms. Judy Kopelow	 PGME Global Health Programs and Strategic Initiatives

Special thanks to ...
Dr. Salvatore Spadafora, Vice Dean Post MD Education
Postgraduate Medical Education and Continuing Professional Development

Dr. Glen Bandiera, Associate Dean, Postgraduate Medical Education

Post MD Education and the PGME community

Welcome!
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1130-1230	 LUNCH     –      McLeod Foyer

	 PROGRAM     –      McLeod Auditorium

1230-1235	 WELCOME 
	 Dr. Lukasz Boba, Vascular Surgery, PGY4; 2017 Global Health Education Initiative (GHEI) Graduate

1235-1245	 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE 2017 GHEI GRADUATES AND MODULE AWARD WINNERS
	 Dr. Barry Pakes, Global Health Lead; Program Director, PGME Global Health Education Initiative; 
	 Director, Public Health and Preventive Medicine Residency Program
	 Dr. Glen Bandiera, Associate Dean, Postgraduate Medical Education

1245-1400	 OPENING ADDRESS ON “HUMANIZING GLOBAL HEALTH” 
	 Dr. James Lavery, Hilton Chair, Global Health Ethics; Professor, Rollins School of Public Health and
	 Faculty, Center for Ethics, Emory University

	 INTRODUCTION AND Q&A MODERATED
	 By Dr. Lukasz Boba

1415 - 1515	 ROUNDTABLES 1 – 4                    Refreshments available in McLeod Foyer 

	 ROUNDTABLE 1     –      McLeod Auditorium
	 On a Humanitarian Response 
	 Dr. Leslie Shanks, Medical Director, Inner City Health Associates
	 Moderated by Dr. Kinshuk Kumar, OBS/GYN PGY1

	 ROUNDTABLE 2     –      The Stone Lobby
	 On a Political Response 		   
	 Professor Janice Stein, Belzberg Professor, Conflict Management, Department of Political Science; 
	 Founding Director, Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto 
	 Moderated by Dr. Jonathon Herriot, Family Medicine, PGY1

	 ROUNDTABLE 3     –      The Stone Lobby
	 On Refugee Health		
	 Dr. Meb Rashid, Medical Director, Crossroads Clinic
	 Moderated by Dr. Robert Puckrin, Internal Medicine, PGY1 

	 ROUNDTABLE 4     –      The Stone Lobby
	 On Equity, Diversity and Professionalism 		
	 Dr. Gillian Hawker, Sir John and Lady Eaton Professor and Chair, Department of Medicine
	 Moderated by Dr. Melody Ren, Family Medicine, PGY1
	
	 Please see full bios from http://bit.ly/GHW17 

Program-at-a-Glance
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1530 - 1630	 ROUNDTABLES  5 – 8

	 ROUNDTABLE 5     –      The Stone Lobby
	 On Inequity from Birth 
	 Dr. Kevin Kain, Senior Scientist, Toronto General Hospital Research Institute;
	 Director,  Laboratories, Sandra Rotman Centre for Global Health and Professor of Medicine, University of Toronto
	 Moderated by Dr. Taylor Kain, Internal Medicine, PGY2

	 ROUNDTABLE 6     –      The Stone Lobby
	 On Indigenous Health  
	 Chief Isadore Day, Ontario Regional Chief, Wiindawtegowinini
	 Moderated by Dr. Laurel Laakso, Family Medicine, PGY2

	 ROUNDTABLE 7     –      The Stone Lobby 
	 On Humanism and Global Health Inequity 	
	 Dr. Arno Kumagai, Professor and Vice-Chair, Education, Department of Medicine;
	 F.M. Hill Chair, Humanism Education, Women’s College Hospital
	 Moderated by Dr. Hooman Farhang Zangneh, Gastroenterology, Research Fellow

	 ROUNDTABLE 8     –      The Stone Lobby
	 On Human Rights and Health Equity 	
	 Dr. Caroline Bennett-Abuayysh, Coordinator, Human Rights and Health Equity Office, Mt. Sinai Hospital
	 Moderated by Dr. Zoe Walker, Psychiatry Fellow 

	 Please see full bios from http://bit.ly/GHW17 

1630 	 NETWORKING AND RECEPTION     –      The Stone Lobby

Program-at-a-Glance

See “Humanizing Global Health: Achieving Equity” blogs from http://bit.ly/GHW17 

The End of Aid as We Know It by Dr. Yiwei Hu
The Diseases We Ignore by Dr. Robert Puckrin
Who knew being president was so complicated? When ideology trumps health by Dr. Jonathon Herriot
The Mexico City Policy by Dr. Melody Ren
It’s easy to forget by Dr. Taylor Kain
Childbirth shouldn’t result in maternal death by Dr. Kinshuk Kumar 
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	 Dr. Lukasz Boba	 Vascular Surgery  	

	 Dr. Suad Albulushi	  Emergency Medicine 

	 Dr. Julie Caron	 Family Medicine

	 Dr. Emilie Chan	 Kidney Transplantation, Nephrology 

	 Dr. Zachary Corso	 Family Medicine

	 Dr. Alexis Gordon 	 Internal Medicine 

	 Dr. Alexandra Hrabowych	 Family Medicine 

	 Dr. Warda Iqbal	 Family Medicine

	 Dr. Nour Khatib 	 Family Medicine

	 Dr. Laurel Laakso 	 Family Medicine		

	 Dr. Kevin Maggisano	 Family Medicine, McMaster

	 Dr. Krista Margeson 	 Family Medicine

	 Dr. David Mealiea	 General Surgery

	 Dr. Hala Muaddi  	 General Surgery 

	 Dr. Shambe Mutungi  	 Obstetrics and Gynecology 

	 Dr. Ayesha Raza 	 Family Medicine

	 Dr. Faria Sakhia  	 Public Health and Preventive Medicine

	 Dr. Zoe Walker  	 Psychiatry

	 Dr. Hooman Farhang Zangneh	 Adult Gastroenterology

	 Dr. Wayel Zanjir 	 Hepatology

	 Dr. Natalia Ziolkowski 	 Plastic and Reconstructive Medicine	

Congratulations to the 

2017 Global Health Education Initiative Graduates
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A two-year curriculum for medical trainees led by Postgraduate Medical Education

Local training. Global impact.

(Applications for GHEI - September 2017 to June 2019 - from gh.postmd.utoronto.ca)

Special Thanks to . . .
Elayna Fremes for her leadership from 2009 through 2017

2016 -17 GHEI Assistants Alex Aguilera, Simran Dhunna and Nessika Karsenti

2016-17 GHEI Award of Excellence Winner: Infectious Diseases in the Developing World and Complex Humanitarian Emergencies

2016-17 GHEI Core and Elective Module Contributors

Global Health at Postgraduate Medical Education is led by . . .
Dr. Barry Pakes, PGME Global Health Lead and Director, Global Health Education Initiative;
Director, Public Health and Preventive Medicine Residency Program 

Ms. Judy Kopelow, Manager, PGME Global Health Programming and Strategic Initiatives and 
Administrative Director PGME Global Health Education Initiative

The Global Health Education Initiative

In Memoriam...
Dr. Mark Wainberg (1948 - 2017) died tragically on April 11, 2017. 

Dr. Wainberg was Director of the McGill University AIDS Centre at the Montreal Jewish General Hospital and
Professor of Medicine and of Microbiology at McGill University.

He will be remembered as a brilliant scientist, encouraging educator, determined activist, compassionate colleague and friend;
— always with a sparkle in his eye and a bounce in his step. Heartfelt sympathies to his family. 



Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto 
www.pgme.utoronto.ca  /  www.gh.postmd.utoronto.ca

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
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Thank you for learning with us ...


